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Part A – Items considered in public

5  Capital budget quarter two monitoring 
2016/17

1. That Council be recommended to:

a) Approve to undertake borrowing of £30.0 million and pay a capital grant of the 
equivalent amount to the West Midlands Combined Authority – Land Remediation Fund.  
This borrowing is required until the powers of the West Midlands Combined Authority 
(CA) are revised to enable them to borrow for non-transport related purposes.  The CA 
will in return pay a revenue grant to the Council to cover the borrowing costs of interest 
and minimum revenue provision (paragraph 4.4).

b) Approve the additional General Fund resources of £3.4 million identified for;
i. nine new projects totalling £1.9 million (paragraph 4.1).
ii. i54 Western Extension, a new project, of £1.5 million subject to Cabinet 

approving the exempt report of the same name also on the agenda (paragraph 
4.5). 

2. That the General Fund virements totalling £6.5 million be approved, as detailed at Appendix 
C of the report for;

i. existing projects totalling £3.3 million (paragraph 3.12);
ii. new projects totalling £2.2 million (paragraph 4.2).
iii. i54 Western Extension, a new project, of £1.0 million subject to Cabinet 

approving the exempt report of the same name, also on the agenda, and 
Council approving the additional resources 14 December 2016 (paragraph 
4.12).

b) That authority be delegated to the Director of Governance to agree and execute the 
legal agreement between the Council and the CA covering the borrowing to be 
undertaken and the revenue grant to be received.

3. That it be noted the General Fund expenditure position at quarter two of 2016/17 for 
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existing projects stands at 33.9% of the approved capital budget.
4. That the General Fund forecast outturn for existing projects for 2016/17 stands at 83.2% of 

the approved capital budget be noted.
5. That it be noted the HRA expenditure position at quarter two of 2016/17 for existing 

projects stands at 28.0% of the approved capital budget.
6. That it be noted the HRA forecast outturn position for existing projects for 2016/17 stands 

at 72.8% of the approved capital budget.
7. That it be noted this report incorporates four revenue budget reduction and income 

generation proposals which require capital resources and are subject to approval by 
Cabinet and Council in February/March 2017 as part of the Budget 2017/18 setting 
process. The inclusion of the four projects in this report is on the assumption that approval 
will be given and therefore, their progression is dependent on that decision. The names of 
the budget reduction and income generation proposals/projects are: 

 Waste & Recycling strategy - service transformation 
 Highways Management
 Commercial Facilities - Northycote Farm
 District Parking

If the budget reduction and income generation proposals are not approved, the capital 
programme will be reduced accordingly.

6  Treasury Management Activity That Council be recommended to note:
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Monitoring - Mid Year Review 
2016/17 1. That a mid-year review of the Treasury Management Strategy Statement had been 

undertaken and the Council had operated within the limits and requirements approved 
in March 2016.

2. That savings of £533,000 for the General Fund and £2.3 million for the Housing 
Revenue Account (HRA) are forecast from treasury management activities in 2016/17.

3. That it be noted in the event of updated capital programme figures being reported to 
Cabinet (Resources) Panel or Cabinet outside of the ‘Capital budget quarter two 
monitoring 2016/17’, a revised version of this report would be presented to Council on 
14 December 2016.

7  Implementing the Devolution 
Agreement - Mayoral Combined 
Authority functions

1. That consent be provided to the laying of the draft West Midlands Combined Authority 
(Functions and Amendment) Order 2016 in Parliament, attached at appendix A of this 
report.

2. That authority be delegated to the Leader of the Council, in consultation with the 
Managing Director to approve the outstanding areas of drafting agreement to namely 
the unanimous voting provision and the Mayoral WMCA development corporation 
provision, and drafting and minor amendments to the Order.

3. That the Mayoral WMCA Scheme consultation summary, as submitted to the Secretary 
of State for Communities and Local Government on 5 September 2016 be noted, the 
link was provided in paragraph 3.3 of this report.

4. That it be noted the decision to approve the draft Order was referred from Council on 
the 9 November 2016, as the draft Order was not available for Council consideration at 
that time, due to areas requiring government response and approval. 

8  Tackling Youth Employment in the 
City

1. That the analysis of gaps in youth employment support within the city, particularly in 
relation to in-work support be endorsed.
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2. That the proposal for a new partnership between the City of Wolverhampton Council 
and the Department of Work and Pensions be approved.

3. That an allocation of £100,000 from the Budget Contingency Reserve to fund the 
programme during 2016/17 be approved.

4. That the inclusion of the following revenue budgets be approved to fund the programme 
in the final Budget and Medium Term Financial Strategy report to Cabinet in February 
2017:

a. 2017/18 - £500,000
b. 2018/19 - £500,000
c. 2019/20 - £400,000

5. That the governance structure and partnership approach to achieve effective delivery 
be noted.

6. That the linkages to other youth pre-employment and employment provision and Post-
16 educational provision be noted. 

9  Outcome of Autism Consultation and 
Final Autism Strategy

1. That the adoption of the revised autism strategy be approved. 
2. That it be noted the feedback following consultation on the Joint Autism Strategy and 

the revision of the Strategy to take account of this.

10  Review of Fostering Fees and 
Allowances Scheme

That the proposed changes to the Fostering Fees and Allowances scheme in light of the review 
be approved.

11  Extensions/Alterations to Foster 
Carers own Properties

That authority be delegated to the Service Director for Children and Young People to approve 
extensions and adaptations to foster carers own properties up to the value of £50,000; to the 
Strategic Director for People for between £50,000 to £100,000; and over £100,000 to Cabinet 
Resources Panel in line with the review of the Constitution.

12  Improving Outcomes with the Early 1. That the consultation commence on the draft Early Years Strategy be approved with 
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Years stakeholders as part of the City's approach to improving outcomes within the early years.
2. That the City’s Definition of School Readiness contained within the strategy will be 

consulted upon as part of this process be noted.
3. That it be noted consultation would take place with stakeholders through written and face to 

face briefings and the completion of Survey Monkey questionnaires. Parents’ views will be 
captured face to face, as much as was possible, utilising the Parent Champions and the 
Universal Practitioner.

13  Exclusion of press and public That in accordance with Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 the press and 
public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business as they involve the 
likely disclosure of exempt information relating to any individual, information which is likely to 
reveal the identity of an individual and/or information relating to the business affairs of any 
particular person (including the authority holding that information)] 

14  City of Wolverhampton College 1. That the proposed package of financial support outlined in the report and in the draft 
Heads of Terms be approved.

2. That authority be delegated to the Director of Finance to make on account payments to 
the College, if necessary while the application for SFA financial support is completed 
and processed.

3. That authority be delegated to the Leader of the Council in consultation with the 
Managing Director to finalise the Heads of Terms and approve the terms of any legal 
documents necessary to implement the financial support package detailed in this report.

4. That authority be delegated to the Director of Governance to execute any legal 
documents in respect of the above as required.

5. That it be noted a proposal was to be developed for a City Learning Quarter within the 
City Centre. A separate report would be brought to Cabinet when the proposal had 
been fully developed.
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15  i54 Western Extension Update 1. That Council be recommended to approve recommendation i below:

a) That a project called Western Extension be established to continue feasibility and 
design development work with a total budget of £2.5 million. 

b) That the proposed funding strategy principles being developed with Staffordshire 
County Council and South Staffordshire Council for bringing forward Western Extension 
be supported.

c) That authority be delegated to the Cabinet Members for City Economy, City Asset and 
Resources in consultation with the Strategic Director of Place and Director of Finance to 
agree terms with Severn Trent Water for the acquisition of their portion of the Western 
Extension,

d) That the progress made in delivering the i54 project to date be noted.
e) That the outputs realised through the investment made in i54 including the work which 

underpins the Councils commitment to equalities be noted. 
f) That the desired economic, financial and commercial outcomes for Western Extension 

as agreed with South Staffordshire Council (SSC) and Staffordshire County Council 
(SCC) be noted.

g) That the current position of discussions with Severn Trent and the proposed actions be 
noted.

h)   That it be noted a further report will be presented to update and seek further approvals to 
the funding and delivery strategy for the development of the site including a revised joint 
venture agreement with Staffordshire County Council and South Staffordshire Council.

i) That it be noted that the Capital budget quarter two monitoring 2016/17 report to 
Council would seek approval to an additional £1.5 million to support the i54 western 
extension project. 

j) That it be noted that the Capital budget quarter two monitoring 2016/17 report 
elsewhere on the agenda would seek approval of virements of £1 million to the i54 
western extension project subject to Council approving additional resources referred to 
in recommendation I above.
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